Content Standard 8 – U4.2.3 Westward Expansion – Explain the expansion, conquest, and settlement of the West through the Louisiana Purchase, the removal of American Indians (Trail of Tears) from their native lands, the growth of a system of commercial agriculture, the Mexican-American War, and the idea of Manifest Destiny. (E2.1) (National Geography Standard 6, p. 154)

Purpose: The United States was expanding during the 1840’s due to the idea of Manifest Destiny; America had a divine obligation to stretch the boundaries of their noble republic to the Pacific Ocean. Students will explore the origin of these beliefs, the actions taken, and the consequences of American expansion farther west.
Objective: By the end of this lesson students will be able to:

· Describe the fate of the Donner Party during their travel west through the Sierra Nevada.

· Explain that many settlers moved to Texas after Mexico achieved independence from Spain.

· Use the textbook, class notes, and classroom resources to create a fictional character using historically accurate descriptions and events.

· Describe what John O’Sullivan’s phrase, “Manifest Destiny” meant to American settlers, Native Americans, Californios, the country of Mexico, and the growth of the land boundaries of the United States.

Methods:

Visual- Movie clip and Video guide.
 

Kinesthetic- Think Pair Share

Direct teaching- Teacher led class discussion 
Intrapersonal- Students will individually to 

create a fictional character.

Interpersonal- Students will collaborate/ share 

responses during class.

Materials: 

Copy of America the Story of Us- Westward, Projector, Computer.


Textbook: United States History (Holt) Chapter 11 pgs. 342-73.


3x5 index cards, colored pencils, tape, stapler.


Anticipatory Set: The students will write the following 5 questions on their Bell Ringer worksheet in preparation for the video presentation.

1. What decision does George Donner make?

2. What causes them to stop their travel?

3. What climactic change occurs on the trail?

4. What do they do to survive?

5. What lesson can be learned from the story of the Donner Party?

Input


Task Analysis

1. Anticipatory Set (5-7 min/ 50-47 min.)

2. The teacher will ask students to think, pair, and share, a time when they took a short cut and discuss the events/ results with another student. (2-3 min/ 48-47 min)

3. The teacher will ask students to share their stories with the class. (2-3 min/ 46-45 min)

4. The students will record answers on their Bell Ringer as they watch the video clip, America The Story of Us: Westward “The Donner Party”. (10 Min./ 35-34 min.)

5. The teacher will lead a discussion to review the reasons that American settlers chose to travel west (Textbook Chapter 11Section 1 Trails to the West pp. 346-49). Students will use their notes to participate in the review. (5 min.)/ 30-29 min.)

6. The teacher will introduce new material about American settlers that moved to Texas.

7. As a class, students will read text pgs. 350-51 “American Settlers move to Texas” (Stop before “Texans Revolt against Mexico” This information will be introduced with the Mexican American war lesson) (7 min./ 23-22 min.)

8. The teacher will explain the student’s task to create an “Avatar” for a video game that is based on the American Westward Expansion.

a. On a pair of 3x5 cards, the students will create a Sensory Figure of a person place or thing that relates to Westward Expansion. Students will choose to create a character that is of the Mormon faith, Mountain Man, Native American, Small herdsman, or wildlife such as a bear/ beaver (relevant to the western environment) 

b. Students will identify

	Person

	The purpose for their Avatar’s travel west.
	The trail the must travel.

	Their destination.
	The resources they will bring with them on their trip

	Place

	The trail your place is Located
	The resources your location provides travelers

	The reason travelers would visit this location
	The state or territory where your place is located

	Thing

	The purpose of the thing you have chosen
	The relationship of the thing you have chosen to the settlers traveling west

	The location of the thing you have chosen
	The resource the thing you have chosen provides the West


c. Students will identify the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats for their Avatar.

d. Students will need to provide information for their avatar based on the five senses (What does you avatar see, smell, taste, hear, feel)

e. The students will draw a sketch of their avatar/ character.

f. The students will place the avatar on a map of the trails west located on the classroom chalkboard.

9. The students who complete the task will begin working on “Manifest Destiny” handout.   

Check for Understanding: 

The teacher will ask students, “What questions do you have?” after explaining the task. 

The teacher will move around the classroom to evaluate the students understanding and performance of the task and will give further instruction to students as required.

Guided Practice: 


The teacher will ask for student responses to the movie guide questions. 


The teacher will share his “Avatar” and responses to create his Sensory Figure.

Independent Practice: 

On their own, students will create a sensory figure that fits the context of the topic of the lesson plan.

