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Course Information- United States History

Mr. Andrews
231-760-1515

brian.andrews@orchardview.org
COURSE OF STUDY

United States History is a one-year course covering the events between 1400 and 1890.  We will study the cultural and political events that have forged this country.  Along the way, we will use important methods like problem solving, writing, analyzing, debating, and creating important group and individual projects.

TOPICS TO BE COVERED

Freedom is the most important right our nation’s founders gave us – it is therefore critical to study the lessons learned during our struggles to acquire and maintain our freedom, since lessons that people learned 100 years ago could benefit us today.  We will apply this logic in our discussion of the following topics:  

· Basic Classroom Skills (1 week)

· Explorers and Discovery of America (1 week)

· The American Revolution and its Causes (4 weeks)
· Formation of Our Government (1 week)
· The Constitution (4 weeks) 
· The War of 1812 (2 weeks)
· Women’s Suffrage and The Rise of American Culture (1 week)
· Exploration of the West (4 weeks)
· The Mexican-American War and Indian Removal (1 week)
· The Civil War and Reconstruction (5 weeks)

· The Industrial Revolution (2 weeks)

· Presidents and the States of the Union (presented throughout the above units)

EXPECTATIONS

We all have expectations, both for ourselves and for our fellow students.  You also have expectations of me. I will do everything possible to help you, but will not do the work for you.  In exchange, please:

a)  Come to class on time;

b)  Be prepared with materials, and assigned homework;

c)  Respect other students and their opinions, even if they are not the same as your own;

d)  Encourage your classmates to be successful- think of how you would want your opinions to be treated;

e)  Make responsibility a daily routine in this class;
f)  The use or display of electronic devices (cell phones, etc.) is strictly prohibited.
If you fail to follow my expectations…



If you cooperate with the teacher…

1st- Visual Warning





1st- Verbal praise


2nd- Verbal Warning/1 Minute after class



2nd- Stickers/Progress Notes


3rd- Phone call to parent





3rd- Phone Call or Note Home


4th- Referral to office





4th- Homework Pass, etc.
REQUIRED MATERIALS

You must bring as many of the following items with you to class as possible:

	· Paper in a three-ring binder
	· 2 Inch 3 ring Binder 

	· Black or Blue Pen 
	· Pencils- must be sharpened BEFORE class

	
	


A Proper Heading is Important!

Why?  Here’s something to think about- A teacher will grade about 200-300 papers per week!  If even 5% of those papers don’t contain a proper heading, over 10 students will not receive credit.  That can mean the difference between passing and failing.  WRITE THE PROPER HEADING ON EVERY PAPER YOU TURN IN.  The heading must include Name, Date, and Class Period.

HOMEWORK AND LATE WORK POLICY

All grades will be awarded on a point system.   Points will be given for nearly every assignment that you complete and will include items like Homework, Classwork, Tests, Essays, Projects, and just about anything else.  Late work is only accepted for the current quarter. After the end of the quarter, the scores become zeros and cannot be made up.  Late work must be made up after school tutoring (to ensure quality, valuable work).  Late work will be penalized 50% of its total value.

Remember: A mistake or lack of planning on your part DOES NOT constitute an emergency on mine.
GRADE POLICY

Grades will be posted every Monday.  You will be able to see how many assignments you have turned in, as well as your overage percentage.  Use the following chart when figuring out your grade:
*  A= 90-100%

*  B= 80-89%

*  C= 70-79%

*  D= 60-69%

*  F= 0-59%
Grading/Assignments:

Grading for this course is based on points. Students may learn points in the following areas: 
Assignment Sheet and the Binder Check

Twice monthly, I will give you a list of all the assignments and their scores that we completed the previous week.  You will be required to write those assignments down and to record your scores.  In this way, you can know how you got the average that you will see on the class door.  The Assignment Sheet is very important  so make sure you keep it current.  The Binder Check is one of the assignments you will be given- this form will be an important part to your grade, as you will be given it every week.  You will be given more information on the Binder Check as time passes.

Bell Ringers- 





         

Opening activities when students enter class each day 
Reading Notes- 









Students read and jot down notes based on the reading and in class activities 
Section  Review Questions- 





        

Questions based on the reading and reading notes. Questions may be used on future quizzes/tests. 
Projects- 




   



Students will receive a rubric which will include the requirements for this assignment. Based on the assignment/project students may be able to work individually or in groups. Projects are based on information learned in one or more chapters. 
Quiz











Quizzes are generally multiple choice, true/false, short answer and/or essay. Students will review information prior to the quizzes or will have an open book/open note test. 
Pre-Test and Post-Test 










Tests are given at the beginning and at the end of Units and include all information to be learned. 
Document Based Questions 





          

These questions/essays are given one time per marking period and consist of collaboration with the Language Arts teacher. In the Social Studies classes students study an event in history and look at several documents relating to the topic. Students gather information as a class and work individually to include their own opinions on the essay.
FOR PARENTS: This Document Also Serves as a Video Permission Slip

As part of our studies, I will show videos that allow me to improve your child’s learning experience by providing many details that our textbooks lack.  By signing this syllabus, you agree to allow your child to view these documentaries and partake in discussions during and following each presentation. If you prefer that your child not views these films, sign this document and check the box below the signature line.  I will provide an alternate lesson for the days that these videos are shown.  

Any Questions?

PLEASE ASK!  Don’t ever feel that a question is unworthy of asking.  However, keep those questions that might offend or anger someone to you.  I wish you the best of luck in all of your classes!

Make sure you and parents sign below.  Return this paper NO LATER than the end of this week.
I have read this paper and fully understand its contents.

	_________________________________________

Student Signature
	______________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature

	
	□ I do not grant my child permission to watch documentaries that deal with mature themes.



Parent/Guardian Signature
	Website: www.ushistoryandrews.weebly.com
	Email: brian.andrews@orchardview.org



